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> “FOR TO YOU IS BORN A SAVIOR 
vii fs CrinIS THE LORD” 


| W.C.C. ‘“‘FRIENDS’’ MEET 


The annual meeting of the “Friends” of the World Council of Churches 
ps held Tuesday, December 14, at Broadway Tabernacle Church, New York 


In the absence of Charles P. Taft, Chairman of the “Friends,” Dr. W. J. 
fallagher of Canada presided at the luncheon and the program, which fea- 
jted addresses on “The Program of the World Council” by Dr. Franklin 
ak Fry; “After Evanston, What?” by the Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill; 
pd “Outposts of Christianity i in the South Pacific” by Rev. John A. Havea. 
| Dr. Fry was elected Chairman of the Central Committee of the World 
buncil of Churches at Evanston. Bishop Sherrill is one of the six newly- 
fected Presidents of the World Council of Churches. The Rev. John Havea 
a leader of the church in the Tonga Islands in the South Pacific. He is 
nstor of Queen Salote who won the hearts of the London populace at the 
pronation of Queen Elizabeth. Mr. Havea was a delegate from his ee 
the Evanston Assembly. He will be returning to the Tonga Islands 1 
pbruary, 1955 after a period of graduate study at Drew University. 

The American Friends of the World Council of Churches is an organi- 
tion of those who wish, as individuals (aside from their churches’ participa- 
pn) to express their interest in, and lend their support to, the ecumenical 
ovement. 


A documentary film on the Evanston Assembly was shown at the meeting. 
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THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie Thomas 
Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The 
Council unites 163 Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant communions in 48 countries. Neither 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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“The chief impression left by the Evanston 
Assembly is that the ecumenical movement now 
has a firm rootage in the life of the American 
churches. The journals which represent the 
member churches have given extensive reports 
and interpretations of the Assembly, and with- 
out a dissenting voice have said or implied that 
they are thoroughly committed to the ecumeni- 
cal movement. At Amsterdam the delegates of 
the churches said, ‘We intend to stay together.’ 
Evanston has made it unnecessary to repeat the 
declaration. The World Council is no longer 
regarded as a precarious experiment but as an 
established fact. 


“Among those who were at Evanston there 
is an almost unanimous feeling that they shared 
not merely in an important conference but in 
an unusual spiritual experience 

“It is safe to say that as a result of the Second 
Assembly the World Council is regarded in the 
U.S. less in terms of ‘another organization’ and 
more in terms of deeply significant trends in 
Christian life and thought.” 


—SAMUEL MCCREA CAVERT 


The above is from an interpretation of 
“Evanston” by Dr. Cavert featured in the current 
Ecumenical Review, a quarterly published at 
the W.C.C. headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. 
($3.00 per year. ) 


LIFE PICTURES 


The pictures on these pages are from those 
taken by LIFE magazine as part of their all-out 
coverage of the Second Assembly of the W.C.C. 
LIFE has generously made a large number of 
Evanston pictures available through the New 
York office of the W.C.C. for use in church 
publications only. Many thanks! 


PLEDGE OF SUPPORT 


The Board of Directors of the St. Paul C 
cil of Churches at its regular meeting | 
Nov. 12, adopted the following statement 
directed that it be sent to its member churche 
and released to the public: 


STATEMENT ON EVANSTON 


The Board of Directors of the St. Pau 
Council of Churches rejoices in the develo 
ment of the spirit of common Chesca li 
cipleship through state, national, and wor! 
councils of churches, particularly as chigl 
manifested at Evanston, Illinois, this Augus 
at the Second Assembly of the World oun 
cil of Churches. 

We pledge our efforts to support 
implement the joint programs of the ¢ 
nominations as they continue to be shap 
through these larger agencies. 

We appeal to the Protestant churches 
St. Paul to bring the Assembly theme : 
the active life of our local Christian fe ow 
ship “Jesus Christ, the only Hope of tk 
Church and the World.” This, the Eva St 
theme, realized deeply by all of us, wo 
vitalize the entire cooperative life and pr 
gram of our St. Paul churches. ‘ 

No world Christian movement can ever ! 
stronger than the bond that unites churchf 
in communities like ours. 


Mrs. Edwin Allen Stebbins, a long-time am 
valued friend of the World Council of Church: 
and especially active in the Faith and Ord 
Movement, passed away on October 1. 


mn 
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iristmas in Australia 


he Commonwealth of Australia newssheet 
ied the following account by Hattie Knight, 
a Christmas celebration in 1953: 


CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 

FOR PEOPLE OF THE OUTBACK 

“On Christmas Eve, Alice Springs was the 
ater of one of the most novel Carols by Can- 
ght ceremonies ever organized. The cere- 
y covered the 500-square-mile area of Cen- 
Australia linked by the Flying Doctor 
eiver service. The celebrations were spon- 
ed by the recently formed Alice Springs 
“Countrywomen’s Association of the Air.’ 

In preparation for the celebration, candles 
€ sent some time before to over 50 cattle 
‘Stations, mining centers and missions through- 
‘out the area. These were all linked on Christmas 
e by the two-way radio, with the Rev. Fred 
ay, Superintendent of the Australian In- 
and Mission, acting as compere. The people of 
Alice Springs assembled on the lawns at the 
ying Doctor Base and linked in a combined 
candlelight service with the people of the inland, 
with a public-address system relaying the cere- 
mony. 

“Reciprocating from the inland, carols were 
sung by Arunta natives from Hermannsberg 
Mission (in Arunta language), a 100-voice na- 
tive choir from Ernabella Mission, 300 miles 
away in South Australia, and a special children’s 
choir from Santa Teresa Mission, 50 miles from 
Alice Springs. In turn, the bush people and 
the Missions heard the folk singing from Alice 
Springs.” 


Cavert in South Africa 


Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, head of the World 
Council of Churches New York office, flew from 
New York November 29, to address the Inter- 
Racial Conference of Church Leaders held at 
the University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, 
December 7 to 10. 


The Conference which had as its theme “The 
Extension of the Kingdom of God in our Multi- 
Racial Land,” was chaired jointly by the Rev. 
Mr. C. B. Brink, Moderator of the Synod of the 
Dutch Reformed Church and Transvaal and the 
Most Rev. G. Clayton, Archbishop of the Church 
of the Province of South Africa (Anglican). 


Both white and African churchmen of all 
major Protestant churches of South Africa ac- 
cepted invitations to attend the Johannesburg 
Conference; the 200 delegates were housed in 
the University of Witwatersrand dormitories. 

Church leaders say that this is the first time 
the whole body of both African and white 
Protestant Christianity has been brought to- 
gether in South Africa, where the Protestant 
chuenes are an important force in the lives of 
the people and vitally concerned with the po- 
litical questions arising out of the multi-racial 
social pattern. 

Inter-racial relations was one of the important 
subjects discussed by the Evanston Assembly. 
Representatives from South Africa participated 
in these dsicussions. A resolution passed by the 
Assembly urged the member churches to “re- 
nounce all forms of segregation or discrimina- 
tion and to work for their abolition within 
their own life and within society.” 


(actual size—234 inches diameter ) 


The perfect gift for you pastor, for your ecu- 
menically-minded friends, or for yourself, is this 
beautiful 


EVANSTON MEDALLION 


A permanent, handsome souvenir of the 1954 
World Assembly . . . exactly like those pre- 
sented to the Assembly delegates and consultants 
. sculptured by an eminent American artist 
and cast in heavy bronze... suitable for “desk 
piece” or paper weight. 
Packed in gift box with folder explaining medal’s 
symbolism. $2.50 each, prepaid, from W.C.C., N.Y.C. 
* * * * 


The new tax bill which President Eisenhower 
has signed into law, raises from 20 to 30 per- 
cent the amount a taxpayer may deduct from 
his income by reason of charitable contribu- 
tions. However, it provides that the additional 
10 percent must be limited to gifts to “a church, 
a convention or association of churches, or a 
regularly established educational institution; 
or a hospital.” 


NEW W.C.C. EXECUTIVE 


The following persons have been appointed 
as members of the new W.C.C. Executive Com 
mittee: 


Dr. Eugene Blake (Presbyterian, U.S.A.) 
Dr. Kathleen Bliss ( Anglican, U.K.) 
Archbishop Yngve Briloth (Lutheran, Sweden 
The Rev. Peter Dagadu (Methodist, Africa) 
Professor G. Florovsky (Russian Orthodox ) 
Prof. J. Hromadka (Reformed, Czechoslovakia) ’ 
Bishop James of Philadelphia (Orthodox) ~ 
Bishop Lakdasa de Mel ( Anglican, Ceylon) 
Dr. Martin Niemoeller (Evangelical Church 6 
Germany ) 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam ( Methodist, U.S.A.) 
Mr. R. D. Paul (United Church, India) 
Dean Liston Pope (Congregational, U.S.A.) 


Council presidents are also members; Dr. F.C 
Fry and Dr. E. Payne, chairman and vice-chait- 
man (as they are of the Central Committee) 

= * * * 


Dr. Leslie Cooke, General. Secretary of de 
Congregational Union of England and Wales,; 
and Professor H. H. Wolfe of the School of 
Theology at Bethel near Bielefeld (Germany), 
have accepted appointments to the Council 
staff. Dr. Cooke has been named an Associate 
General Secretary of the World Council and 
Director of the Division of Interchurch Aid and 
Service to Refugees; and Professor Wolfe has 
been appointed Director of the Ecumenical In- 
stitute in Bossey, near Geneva. 
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FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY’ 


has been customary for many years, the 
amission on Faith and Order has requested 
all Christians, everywhere, pray especially 
Christian unity during the week of Janu- 
18-25. 

ily imtercessory prayers along the follow- 
lines are suggested: 


or the guidance of God for those who work 
ently on problems of uniting those churches 
are now separated. 


For the impressing of God’s will for unity 
90n all persons who study and teach the Holy 
iptures. 


For the change of mind of all Christians who 

w social, cultural, racial and psychological 
factors to perpetuate divisions of churches. 
For courage and candor to speak the truth 
ove when divided Christians face their dif- 
nces. 


). For the granting of mutual understanding to 
‘hose who are divided in their interpretations 
Baptism and the Eucharist. 

For a deeper and broader recognition of di- 
rse ministries in churches now estranged from 
2ach other. 

. For the churches’ increasing unity in evan- 
gelistic witness before the non-Christian world. 
That all Christians may be given a real desire 
for the unity of Christ’s Church, and that God 
‘may enable them to grow together. 

A leaflet with special prayers and liturgy, for 
public or private devotions is available on re- 
quest from the World Council of Churches. 


CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 


CANADA: The General Council of the United 
Church of Canada hopes to work out a plan for 
union with the Church of England in Canada. 
The United Church has 2,850,000 communicants 
and the Church of England about 2,000,000. 


SWITZERLAND: Twelve nationalities are now 
represented in the student body of the Gradu- 
ate School of Ecumenical Studies at Chateau de 
Bossey—the most representative group ever en- 
rolled. The course is offered by the Ecumenical 
Institute of the W.C.C. with full accreditation 
by and cooperation with the theological faculty 
of the University of Geneva. 


PAKISTAN: A Laubach Literacy Team is in Ka- 
rachi, Pakistan, at the invitation of the Na- 
tional Christian Council, to begin their 1954-55 
program, which will take them also to the south- 
ern part of the Sudan, eastward across south 
Asia to New Guinea, and then to Korea. 


AustriA: A “double church,’ has been built to 
serve both Catholics and Protestants in the 
young workers’ village of Hochleiten, near 
Giesshubl (Lower Austria). Church leaders em- 
phasize that “this double church is a tangible 
expression of the unity of the two Christian 
confessions.” 


FINLAND: The annual summer festivals of the 
Finnish lay movements gathered thousands of 
Finns “to praise God with prayers and songs." 
In addition, the various religious societies—for- 
eign mission, seamen’s mission, inner mission— 
had their own conferences. About 200,000 Finns 
attend one of these festivals each summer. 


INDONESIA: A new university has been launched 
by the 6,000,000-member Batak Protestant 
Christian Church of Indonesia at Siantar in 
Sumatra. Only the theological school and law 
school were opened this fall. It is hoped to add 
an agricultural college and a liberal arts college 
next year, to be followed by medical and en- 
gineering schools. The new university is named 
in honor of Ludwig J. Nomensen, a missionary 
of Danish descent who was sent out by the 
Rhenish Mission Society of Germany in 1862 
and became known as the “Apostle of the 
Bataks.” 


Monaco: A set of four commemorative postage 


stamps will be issued to honor the missi 
work of Dr. Albert Schweitzer. 


SCOTLAND: A nation-wide Scottish 
took place in Edinburgh to bring the i 
the Evanston Assembly to Scotland and thre 
the members of the churches to relate it to§$ 
tish life. The Conference was essentially 
laymen and women; subjects considered 
particular concern to the laity. 


GERMANY: Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier has b 
elected president of the Bundestag, lower h 
of the West German Parliament. Pastor Ger: 
maier was largely responsible for organiz 
Hilfswerk, the Evangelical Church's 
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six years. 


ITALY: Clothing and cash were made availal 
through the W.C.C. for victims of Italy's we 


west to Amalfi. 


LATIN AMERICA: Orthodox churches in Lati 
America have increased from ten in 194 
thirty-one today. The new congregations ai 
made up largely of former refugees who hi 
been resettled in Latin American countries sing 
the end of World War IL. 


US.A.: An interdenominational service at thi 
Washington Cathedral attended by 2,500 pex 
sons, opened the nationwide “Share Our Sut 
plus” program being conducted by Chute: 
World Service. 
C.W.S. leaders 
said that every 
dollar given under 
the “Share Our 
Surplus” plan will 
eventually bring 
about distribution 
of 20 dollars 
worth of food 
overseas. 
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